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A RESOLUTION to honor Annesdale Cherokee Missionary
Baptist Church of Memphis.

WHEREAS, once in a great while there comes along a special church with a dedicated

congregation who, through their unlimited capacity for love, richness of spirit and faith in God,

dedicate their fine church to touching and shaping lives, thereby helping to build a better and

brighter world; and

WHEREAS, the congregational family of Annesdale Cherokee Missionary Baptist

Church are such people, having utilized their incredible gifts to reach out to those in need of

kindness and renewing of spirit; and

WHEREAS, the rich history of this church began as African American Christians in the

Memphis community began meeting house to house for worship; and

WHEREAS, within a few years, the following had grown and larger accommodations

were needed; it was at this time that a community church for Baptists and Methodists was

established; and

WHEREAS, blessed with a donation of land from Mr. E.E. and Mrs. Laura Meecham, the

Baptists moved into their own home soon after, naming it the Annesdale First

Missionary Baptist Church ; and
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WHEREAS, Pastor Bell, Pastor B.J. Hall, Pastor L.M. Madison, Pastor Coleman, and

Pastor Lofton Warr, were all instrumental in the vibrant history of Annesdale First Missionary

Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, following their distinguished pastorates, the congregation was blessed for

34 years with the service of Pastor Enoch Burrell Danner, who nurtured the church through the

Great Depression and fostered much of its spiritual, numerical, and financial growth; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Neverson Faulkner followed and, during his ministry, the church

continued to flourish; renovating and expanding their home; establishing a Men’s Bible Class;

and adding the Department of Christian Education, under the leadership of Deacon C. Stokes,

Jr.; and

WHEREAS, in 1974, Pastor Roosevelt Terrance Joyner began his esteemed pastorate;

and during his years there, the church was able to begin its bus ministry and embarked on a

campaign to raise funds for a new building; and

WHEREAS, under the direction of Pastor Joyner, the fund drive thrived with generous

support from the members and helpful interest-free loans from Deacons Levell Holly and C.

Stokes, Jr.; and

WHEREAS, on Sunday, April 12, 1977, the first service was held in the new edifice and

the church became known as the Annesdale Cherokee Missionary Baptist Church, named for

the Cherokee community in which the church resides; and

WHEREAS, in 1985, much prayer and an eight month search for a new pastor ended

with the employment of a young, energetic, and eager new spiritual leader, Pastor Dwight Ray

Montgomery; and

WHEREAS, under Pastor Montgomery’s leadership, the church has been blessed with

the elimination of its mortgage; the adoption of numerous new fellowships and ministries; the

beginning of radio broadcasts; the refurbishing of the interior and exterior; the purchase of new

church vehicles; and most importantly, an increase in membership, the ministerial staff, deacons

and trustees; and
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WHEREAS, the congregation will forever be indebted to Pastor Montgomery for his wise

teaching, inspirational preaching, evangelistic efforts, and countless contributions; and

WHEREAS, it is only fitting that this Assembly wish the “big happy church family” of

Annesdale Cherokee Missionary many future blessings as their ministry continues to inspire

individuals and the community; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE CONCURRING, That

we recognize, honor, and commend the Annesdale Cherokee Missionary Baptist Church

congregation for their long record of glorious service to God and we extend to them our most

sincere desire for their continued success.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation to the Annesdale Cherokee Missionary Baptist Church with this final clause

omitted from such copy.
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